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The Call of South America 


By Katherine A. Hodge 


OUTH AMERICA has waited 
Long in darkness for the day 
When the Church of God should tell her 
Of the Christ, the Living Way. 
Darkness reigns from Venezuela 
Down to Patagonia’s land, 
From the western shores of Chile 
To the utmost eastern strand. 


Argentina’s sons and daughters 
Look toward our favored lands ; 
Vast Brazil awaits our message ; 
Dark Peru extends her hands ; 
These great nations still are waiting, 
Rome can never satisfy ; 
Fill your lamps, shine out the Gospel, 
He ‘all power’’ will supply.* 


Hark! the Putumayo calls us 
From its land of dreadful night, 
Calls us from our ease and pleasure, 
ss Come and help us! Bring us light!”’ 
Save their children, bind their stricken 
Through the curse of greed and gold, 
Lead them out of hopeless bondage 
Till they rest within His fold. 


Look we cen this whitened harvest, 


Hear the loud appealing cry 
Of this continent of nations 


Who in Satan’s bondage lie ; 
Lord, our God, arise, illumine 

This cold, selfish heart of mine, 
May my soul fulfill Thy purpose, 

And the glory shall be Thine! © 


w 


Persecution Increasing 

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
wiil give thee the crown of life,” said 
our Lord in one of his messages to the 
churches (Rev. 2:10, R. V.). Persecution 
is active against Christians today, and 
it seems probable that it will increase 
until the Lord comes again. A mission- 
ary in Korea tells of the severe testing 
gf Korean~Christian students who were 


told by the police that they must wo 
at the shrines. “One boy stood out-a 

told them he would not go, for it was 
contrary to the Word of God. They told 
him to report to the police station the 
next morning. None of the others had 
the courage to stand, but on the way to 
the shrine seven others broke away and 
didn’t go to the shrine. The rest went 
and bowed! Poor fellows! Almost all 
of them knew it was wrong, but they 
are afraid of the torture they will un- 
dergo if they do not yield. One who 
stood up and refused to bow says he 
has no money and no family, so he is 
going to give his body to the Lord as a 
sacrifice ! He gave himself up today, ex- 


pecting to die rather than give in on © 


the shrine question. I fear the others 
are too weak to stand the torture.” A 
missionary in China, commenting on 
this, writes: “Our hearts daily cry, 
‘How long, O Lord, how long?’ 1938 was 
an awful year, but 1939 so far has proved 
to be worse, and the end is not yet. 
What a challenge all this is to our faith! 
Lord, increase our faith.” The prophetic 
Word shows us a great multitude “before 
the throne, and before the Lamb,” and 
says of them: “These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. There- 
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rake pajore the throne of God, 
aa i. #ve him day and night in his tem- 


ple” (Rev. 7:9-15). That is better than 
serving idols before a heathen shrine. 
“For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of 
waters: and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.” 


- 
Are We Forfeiting Fruit? 


Fruit comes from seed-sowing, and 
there is only one seed that can produce 
fruit pleasing to God—the seed of his _ 
Word. D. M. Panton has brought out’ 
a striking fact as he says: “The reac- 
tion of soil to seed is, according to the 
Creator himself, an exact parable of 
the reaction of the human heart to the 
Word of God; and this fact contains a 
truth as momentous as it is almost un- 
known. And as each seed produces its 
own fruit, which can be produced by no 
other seed, so each truth, designed for a 
specific effect upon character, produces 
a specific virtue which is impossible 
without it. To neglect Scripture, there- 
fore, is to forfeit fruit; and every dis- 
carded doctrine is a lost goodness.” What 
a challenge this is to our more faithful 
reading and living of the Word of God! 


When the Lord Jesus is the Guest 


E OFTEN read in the Gospels of 
W te Lord Jesus visiting people. 

Three of his hosts were name- 
sakes — Simon Peter, Simon the Phari- 
see, and Simon the Leper. 

One wonders whether Simon Peter’s 
wife was glad when she heard He was 
coming. Already she had two menfolk 
coming home, and now, on this Sabbath 
evening, when all the shops were closed 
where she might have been able to 
buy extra food, there were to be three 
extra to supper — the Lord Jesus and his 
two friends, James and John. Beside, 
her mother was ill (Mark 1:29, 30). 

The synagogue service was over, and 
home the party came. Immediately they 
told the Lord Jesus about the mother’s 
illness, and at once he took her by the 
hand and the fever left her. Then, in 
the cool of the day, all the neighbors 
brought their sick friends to the house 
and he healed them all. 

But the calm of the Sabbath evening 
was again broken by the weird cries 
and falsetto ejaculations of the demon- 


possessed folk of the little Jewish town. 
The Lord Jesus snapped the fetters of 
Satan’s forging, and cast out every devil. 
What a Guest to have! But for Simon’s 
hospitality, all those homes represented 
would have been overshadowed still by 
disease and demon-possession. There 
may be wonders to be wrought by the 
Lord Jesus in our home towns, and he 
will be there to perform these miracles, 
if we give him the house-room of our 
hearts. Paul prayed for the Ephesian 
Christians, “That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith,” and we may well 
pray the same for one another. 

Then there was the day when Simon 
the Pharisee asked him to a meal (Luke 
7:36). But Simon’s hospitality ended 
with the food. No water for washing, 
no guest towel, no courteous greeting, 
no anointing-oil were offered to the 
Guest, who loved Simon, and would soon 
give himself for him: The Lord Jesus 
felt the absence of each love-token, and 
the Holy Spirit noted it in the Word 
that shall never pass away. Do we treat 
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the Lord Jesus like that, and give him 
the most discourteous and grudging re- 
ception possible, though we have re- 
ceived him, and have accepted the sal- 
vation he bought at so great a price? 

However, another of Christ’s friends 
was present, though uninvited—a 
woman of the streets. She washed his 
feet with her tears of love and penitence, 
and wiped away the fallen drops with 
her hair. Her kiss and anointing-oil 
she felt unworthy to give. Yet love and 
gratitude made her kiss his feet, and 
anoint them. ‘Those feet were soiled 
and weary with journeys to seek and to 
save the lost, of whom she had been 
one, — and Simon, had he but known it, 
was another. 

Then the Lord Jesus repaid the 
grudging entertainment of Simon with 
one of his immortal stories. Each of us 
is a character in this tale, and so is the 
narrator. Will you look for yourself in 
this picture in Luke 7:41, 42? You have 
nothing with which to pay the great 
debt of obedience and love you owe the 
mighty Creditor — and he freely forgives 
you. Does the thought bring tears to 
your eyes? 

“But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

The debt of love I owe: 
Here, Lord, I give myself away; 
*Tis all that I can do.” 

One more feast, and here Christ Jesus 
is the guest of honor (John 12:1-11). 
The grateful host -had been saved by 
him from the living death men call 
leprosy. Another guest had come forth 
from the relentless gates of death at his 
word, With this man were his two sis- 
ters. These people could not do enough 
te show their joy at having him with 
them. Simon, the sometime leper, gave 
the supper. Lazarus, the man whom he 
had raised from the dead, just kept as 
close to him as he could. Bustling Mar- 
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tha waited on him. Mary brought out 
her greatest treasure — an alabaster ves- 
sel containing a pound of perfumed oil. 
This she lavished on him, breaking the 
vase and pouring every drop of the con- 
tents on his feet, and wiping the surplus 
away with her hair. But one guest felt 
this extravagance very keenly. Within 
a week he was to show that he valued 
his soul, his honor, and his best friend, 
all put together, at less than thirty pieces 
of silver; and was this woman to waste 
a gift worth more than three hundred 
pence on a mere desire to give pleasure 
to her Saviour? Besides, she could have 
sold it and put the proceeds in the poor- 
bag. Not that he cared so much for the 
poor, but — he carried the bag, and could 
have purloined small sums for himself. 

But her love-token was not wasted. 
The sorrowful heart of her Lord was 
comforted, and he has not yet forgotten 
the love-prompted present. As the Gos- 
pel has been preached in one country 
after another, by the Turners in the Arc- 
tic wastes, by Studd in the Congo forests, 
by Hudson Taylor and the great army 
of China Inland Missionaries, by Carey 
in India, Martyn in Persia, and a host 
of others in all places of Christ’s earthly 
dominion, everywhere this action of 
Mary’s has been made known, and his 
loving appreciation recorded. He does 
not forget our grateful gifts, though we 
do, and in Glory he will remind us of 
them, where we shall only be able to 
say, “Lord, when gave we Thee this?” 

To sum up: When the Lord Jesus is a 
Guest, he 

Gives healing (Mark 1:31) 

Unlooses captives (Mark 1:32-34) 

Explains the Gospel (Luke 7:41-48) 

Saves sinners (Luke 7:48) 

Treasures kindness (Mark 14:9) 


“O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee.” 
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Calvinism’s Five Points 


In Mr. Ridgway’s column, March 11, I 
read the following: “In considering the 
deep theological question of foreordina- 
tion, predestination, and election — these 
three of the five points of Calvinism — 
. » -’ In mentioning these three the- 
ological words (more or less synonymous) 
as three of the five points of Calvinism 
I believe Mr. Ridgway has made an error. 


The five points of Calvinism are popu- 
larly arranged to form an acrostic spelling 
the word “Tulip,” as follows: 


Total Depravity. 
Unconditional Election. 
Limited Atonement. 
Irresistible Grace. 
Perseverance of the Saints. 


Obviously, all three words that Mr. Ridg- 
way uses would come under only the one 
point, “Unconditional Election.” Even 
Calvin himself uses the words “Election” 
and “Predestination” interchangeably, as 
may be observed in reading his chapter 
“Eternal Election, or God's Presdestination 
cf Some to Salvation, and of Others to 
Destruction”. (Institutes, Book III, Chap- 
ter XXI).~ 


As one of the most maligned men in the 





history of the Christian Church, and par- 
ticularly the evangelical movement, Cai- 
vin is credited only with expounding Au- 
gustine’s doctrine of double predestination. 
But actually, within Calvin, there is a 
gold mine of Biblical and theological ex- 
position on practically every subject rela- 
tive to the Christian life and faith. It is 
well to remember, too, that the Five 
Points of Calvinism are later expositors’ 
efforts to reduce Calvin to a few points. 
Within the works of Calvin himself we 
do not find reference to any five points. 
—A Guatemala reader. 


Homer is credited with having nodded 
om some occasions, and occasionally a 
lesson writer in THE SunDAy ScHOOL 
Times, infallible though they strive to 
be, follows nobie Homer! As the Times 
goes every week into more than one 
hundred foreign countries as well as 
every state and province of North Amer- 
ica, the nodder hasn’t much chance to 
get away with it—especially as Trmves 
readers are way above the average! The 
Guatemala reader is correct in ‘his 
friendly criticism, although the famous 
Five Points might perhaps better be 
stated as follows: 
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1. Total Inability. : 

2. Unconditional Election. 

3. Limited Atonement, or Particular 
Redemption. 

4. Irresistible Grace. 

5. Perseverance of the Saints. 


Scripture distinguishes between fore- 
knowledge, predestination, and election, 
using these three terms as representing 
three different acts of God. The Revised 
Version uses the word “foreordained” for 
“predestinated.” The Scofield Reference 
Bible has valuable notes and definitions 
on this deep subject, in connection with 
Ephesians 1:5 and 1 Peter 1:2, 20. Even 
in dealing with confessedly deep and 
difficult subjects Dr. Scofield had the 
rare gift of stating things simply, clearly, 
and Scripturally. Thus he says: “The 
divine order is foreknowledge, election, 
predestination.” And he in turn quotes: 
“Election looks back to foreknowledge; 
predestination forward to the destiny.” 

The famous Five Points of Calvinism 
have been satirized in the following dis- 
respectful way: 


1. You can’t seek religion. 

2. If you seek it you can’t find it. 

3. If you find it you haven’t got it. 
4, If you’ve got it you can’t lose it. 
5. If you lose it you never had it. 


But THE Sunpay ScHooL TIMES agrees 
with the Guatemala reader that Calvin 
has indeed been greatly maligned, for 
the TrmeEs believes, as do so many dif- 
ferent great branches of the true Chris- 
tian Church, that Calvin’s studies and 
expositions are in many ways rich and 
priceless. Yet he was human, not divine, 
and his writings, rich and valuable as 
they are, of course have not the God- 
breathed infallibility of “all Scripture.” 
A beautiful bit of verse was found 
among the papers of the late Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, a sister of the late H. 
Clay Trumbull who was for so many 
years Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres. Mrs. Slosson’s writings in prose 
and poetry were of rare beauty, largely 
in the form of fiction setting forth Chris- 
tian truth and human nature. The au- 
thorship of this exquisite bit of verse, 
which has real beauty as well as kindly 
humor, is unknown. The title might 
perhaps be, “The Unelected Infant,” and 
it reads: 


An unelected infant sighed out its little 
breath, 

And wandered through the darkness, 
along the shores of death, 

Until the gates of heaven, agleam with 
pearls, it spied, 

And ran to them and clung there, and 
would not be denied, 

Though still from earth rose murmurings, 
“You cannot enter in; 

Depart into Gehenna, you child of wrath 
and sin.” 


At last the gates were opened; a man 
with features mild 

Stooped down and raised the weeping 
and unelected child. 

Immortal light thrilled softly down the 
avenues of bliss, 

As on the infant’s forehead the spirit 
placed a kiss. 

“Who are you thus to hallow my 
unelected brow?” 

“Dear child, my name was Calvin, but 
I see things better now.” 
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How multitudes were blessed because he accepted 
disappointment as His appointment 
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Herodotus and Tacitus, tells of a 

wondrously beautiful bird called 
the phoenix. When it was five or six 
hundred years old, it built its own 
funeral pyre of spices and aromatic 
The mass was ignited by the 
vigorous fanning of the great bird’s 
wings. Soon its body was enveloped in 
flames. Calmly as a martyr the bird 
permitted the tongues of fire to scorch 
and sear its exquisitely Colored plum- 
age. Finally its deadly purpose was 
accomplished. Life owas _ sacrificed. 
Scarcely had the flames died down ere 
there arose from the ashes a glorious 
winged creature, more magnificent in 
color, more graceful of body, with 
stronger wings and swifter flight than 
the bird that had sacrificed itself in 
order that this new creature might come 
into existence. 

This fable has been re-enacted count- 
less times by human beings, — except 
that mortals do not kindle the fires in- 
tentionally. All unconsciously they build 
a pyre with such fagots as ambition, un- 
wise choice of vocation, self-will, and 
the like. 


The Collapse of His Own Plans 


But there was one man at least, who, 
when health, hopes, and ambitions were 
burned upon such a pyre, came to real- 
ize that God had a plan for his life, and 
that he had not been taking God’s plan 
into consideration. 

That man was James H. McConkey, 
Bible teacher, and writer of devotional 
booklets. He was born and reared in 
Wrightsville, Pa. on the shores of the 
Susquehanna River. Very early in life 
he decided upon a career. He would 
be a lawyer, a great lawyer, a judge, 
on the Supreme Court Bench, no doubt. 
Who can tell where an ambitious young 
man’s aspirations end? He entered La- 
fayette College, and won the Freshman 
scholarship. After one year there he 
went to Princeton where he studied and 
worked as only an ambitious young fel- 
low can. Then God called his father 
Home. Young McConkey had to leave 
college to take his father’s place in the 
business of which the elder McConkey 
was the head. Not for a minute, though, 
did he give up his idea of becoming a 
lawyer. He did not understand then that 
God had a plan for his life, and that 
perhaps God was trying to divert his 
attention from his own plans. So, while 
he took his father’s place in business, 
he studied at night to keep up with his 
class at Princeton. He was graduated 
with his class. Then he studied law, 
passed the examinations, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar to practice law in the 
State of Pennsylvania. All this was ac- 
complished while he was straightening 
out his father’s business affairs. Present- 
day psychologists tell us that energy is 
one of the most important factors of 
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success. Mr. McConke£ GNGREG Sy bs L LoSRaRY. that God had a plan for his 


But psychologists do noteyarss ys@ofnNhem jife;cfor each life he creates. 


danger of making our own plans, and 
the importance of being sure that our 
energy is expended in the direction God 
would have us go. They are apt to over- 
look the fact, or else they do not sense 
the fact, that God has a plan for each 
individual he creates. : 

After fifteen years of most strenuous 
effort, the business that he had been 
handling was cleared of its heavy in- 
debtedness. Free at last! Now he could 
carry out his cherished ambitions. Still 
the pian that God might have for him 
was not taken into consideration. Then 
came a collapse from overwork. Com- 
plete. Crushing. “Crushed by the 
tempter,” — ambition, self-will. Long, 
weary months of suffering followed. 
During this time, Mr. McConkey came 





It is twelve years since this bio- 
graphical sketch was first written. 
Miss Laros, then with the Silver 
Publishing Society, wrote it at the 
suggestion of the late Dr. Howard 
A. Banks, who had formerly been 
Associate Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHooL Times. When Miss Laros 
sent it to the Trues last year, she 
wrote: “When the manuscript was 
shown to Mr. McConkey, he said 
it was all right, but asked me not to 
publish it ‘until he was gone,’ add- 
ing that when he started in Chris- 
tian work he selected for his motto: 
‘What doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly ... and to walk 
humbly with thy God?’ (Micah 6: 
8.) I still have the quotation in 
shorthand as he gave it to me. He 
wanted to keep himself in the back- 
ground, as his God-inspired mes- 
sages would be more effective with- 
out. his own personality being 
injected into them—this was his 
theory. While it was a disappoint- 
ment to Dr. Banks and myself not 
to release the sketch at that time, 
we were glad to respect Mr. Mc- 
Conkey’s wishes, and so I laid it 
aside, and tried not to think about 
it, for I did not like to look forward 
to his Home-going.” 


For nearly two years Mr. McCon- 
key has been with the Lord. He 
was born February 15, 1858, at 
Wrightsville, Pa., and died Septem- 
ber 30, 1937, at Washington, Pa. In 
this article Miss Laros explains the 
secret of the power that character- 
izes all of his writings, through 
which doubtless thousands of peo- 
ple in many parts of the world have 
been led out of doubt and discour- 
agement into a life of trust and use- 
fulness. i 











Out of this experience he wrote his 
little tract, “The God-Planned Life.” In 
it he says: “For next in its eternal 
moment to the salvation of the soul is 
the guidance of the life of a child of 
God. And God claims both as his 
supreme prerogative. The man who 
trusts God with one, but wrests from 
him the other, is making a fatal mistake. 
. . » God is the only one who can take 
a seemingly shattered life and make a 
beautiful life from its fragments.” Mr. 
McConkey illustrated this by quoting the 
following story: 


A Shattered Window 


“In a certain old town was a great 
cathedral. And in that cathedral was 
a wondrous stained glass window. Its 
fame had gone abroad over the land. 
From miles around people pilgrimaged 
to gaze upon the splendor of this mas- 
terpiece of art. One day there came a 
great storm. The violence of the temp- 
est forced in the window, and it crashed 
to the marble floor, shattered into a hun- 
dred pieces. Great was the grief of 
the people at the catastrophe which had 
suddenly bereft the town of its proudest 
work of art. They gathered up the frag- 
ments, huddled them in a box, and car- 
ried them to the cellar of the church. 
One day there came along a stranger 
and craved permission to see the beau- 
tiful window. They told him of its fate. 
He asked what they had done with the 
fragments. And they took him to the 
vault and showed him the broken mor- 
sels of glass. ‘Would you mind giving 
these to me?’ said the stranger. ‘Take 
them along,’ was the reply, ‘they are no 
longer of any use to us.’ And the vis- 
itor carefully lifted the box and carried 
it away in his arms. Weeks passed by; 
then one day there came an invitation 
to the custodians of the cathedral. It 
was from a famous artist, noted for his 
master-skill in glass-craft. It summoned 
them to his study to inspect a stained 
glass window, the work of his genius. 
Ushering them into his studio, he. stood 
them before a great veil of canvas. At 
the touch of his hand upon a cord the 
canvas dropped. And there before their 
astonished gaze shone a stained glass 
window surpassing in beauty all their 
eyes had ever beheld. As they gazed 
upon its rich tints, wondrous pattern, 
and cunning workmanship the artist 
turned and said: ‘This window I have 
wrought from the fragments of your 
shattered one, and it is now ready to 
be replaced.’ Once more a great window 
shed its beauteous light into the dim 
aisles of the old cathedral. But the 
splendor of the new far surpassed the 
glory of the old, and the fame of its 
strange fashioning filled the land.” 

Just as the new stained glass window 
surpassed the old, so the new work of 
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James H. McConkey surpassed the old. 
He never fully regained his health after 
his breakdown. But as soon as he was 
able to be “about his Father’s business” 
he was invited to teach a Bible class in 
a railroad Y. M. C. A. .Other opportu- 
nities came for teaching the Word. Then 
he felt led to gather into little sheaves 
the truths he had been teaching. He 
waited upon God for illumination as to 
the plan of distribution,—for Mr. Mc- 
Conkey had come to a point where he 
must be very sure that every act of his 
life was in accordance with the divine 
plan. 

“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Over and over again these words came 
to him. He consulted his Greek Testa- 
ment. “Freely: gratuitously, without 
price.” “Without price ye have re- 
ceived; without price, give.” This, then, 
must be his method of circulating his 
printed messages. 

For many years Mr. McConkey’s writ- 
ings have been distributed by the Silver 
Publishing Society, in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nearly six million of his little devo- 
tional booklets have been printed and 
distributed. Free-will offerings have 
covered every cent of the expense, — 
rent, printing, postage, salaries. Mr. 
McConkey, himself, however, did not use 
any of this money for his own personal 
needs. 

Of all his writings, none fill a 
greater need than “The God-Planned 
Life” and “Guidance.” These two book- 
lets are especially helpful to Christians 
who are wondering just what God wants 
them to do, and what step to take next. 
They may be had free by writing the 
Silver Publishing Society, 423 Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mr. McConkey advised all young peo- 
ple to ascertain God’s plan for their 
lives, to await his guidance. He, him- 
self, proved that the only real joy and 
satisfaction in life came from being 
where God wanted him to be, and doing 
what God wanted him to do, as shown 
by the following extract from his tract, 
“Holy Ground,” in which there are a 
number of Mr. McConkey’s personal ex- 
periences: 

“In my college days there was a boy 
in the class above me whom we called 
Tom. He was quiet, and somewhat re- 
served, but was able, scholarly, and 
withal popular among the boys. We all 
thought he would make good when he 
went out into the world. Graduation 
day came and with it the breaking of 
college ties, and the parting of college 
friends. Thirty-five years rolled by. 
Then one day I heard that our old col- 
lege-mate, whose full name was Thomas 
Woodrow Wilson, was to speak in this 
city (Pittsburgh). I went down to the 
great hall to hear him. There I found 
a splendid audience of four thousand 
Christian men gathered to hear his mes- 
sage upon a great moral and religious 
theme. It was a magnificent address 
and captivated his audience by its elo- 
quence and literary finish. At its close 
I went up and greeted him, and we had 
a pleasant chat about the old college 
days. He went back to the White House, 
and I wended my way down to a little 
two-room, office on the tenth floor of a 
city skyscraper. I sat there thinking of 
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my old college friend. He was at the 
zenith of his fame. The eyes not only 
of this country, but of all the world 
were centered upon him. My own life 
was quiet, obscure, hidden away in a 
little corner whence I was sending out 
over the world simple devotional mes- 
sages from the Lord. Yet, do you know, 
that as I looked into my own heart, I 
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could not find one atom of envy toward 
my distinguished fellow collegian, nor 
of covetousness for his high position. 
Do you ask why? Simply beeause I 
had found the humble place in which 
my lot was cast to be God’s holy ground 
of service, and that was the joy. of all 
life to me.” 


EASTON, Pa. 








A Christian school in the South 








The Hampden DuBose Academy 


By E. J. Pace, D.D. 

















MONG the objects suggested for 
prayer in the Family Worship col- 
umn of THe SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 

there recently appeared the name Hamp- 
den DuBose Academy, of Orlando, Fla. 


Doubtless many readers were led to. 


wonder what the Academy is, and why 
prayer should be requested. 

The founder and president is Dr. 
Pierre DuBose, who was born of mis- 
sionary parents in China, and who hon- 
ored the institution with the name of 
his father, Hampden Coit DuBose. Its 
purpose is to provide the children of 
Christian parents, and of missionaries, 
and any others, a grammar and high 
school education entirely Christ-cen- 
tered. This is now the fifth year of its 
operation. Strictly speaking, it is a 
school within a home, and a home within 
a school. The children are cared for 
and instructed by a staff of teachers, 
every one of whom is a consecrated 
Christian, holding a college degree. For 
the service no definite salary is received. 
Under the constraint of love, and looking 
to God in faith for the supply of their 
every need, the teachers exercise over 
the children a hallowed influence that 
is wholesome and uplifting. The supreme 
aim is to enthrone Christ in the affec- 
tions of every child, and all problems 
of discipline are solved upon the basis 
of their relation to Him. And how easily 
they are solved when all feel the gra- 
cious presence of this Arbiter! Religion 
is not a matter of repression in this 
school. Every healthy, wholesome in- 
stinct has its lawful expression, and the 
children have loads of fun, clean and 
satisfying, without recourse to worldly 


amusements. They constitute a stand- . 


ing proof in this community that young 
people can have a grand good time apart 
from dancing, card-playing, movie-go- 
ing, tobacco, and liquor. No child is 
long in this atmosphere before Christ 
becomes his or her satisfying portion. 
The scholastic standards not only meet, 
but excel, the requirements of the State 
of Florida. Regular habits of study un- 
der the supervision of faculty members 
make for scholastic excellence, and pre- 
pare the young folks to hold their own 
in the pursuit of further education in 
college. Nor is their social training over- 
looked. They are taught the rudiments 
of proper conduct in circles of culture, 
how to appear in public, how to address 
themselves to others, their table man- 
ners and their dress always with a view 





to propriety that becomes a Christian 
man or woman. 

Physically the lads and lassies thrive 
in the plenteous sunshine of Florida, and 
life spent in the open. Regular, fac- 
ulty-directed athletics, a requirement of 
the curriculum, an abundance of fresh 
vegetables and fruit the whole year 
round, swimming, boating, contests of 
badminton, football, volleyball, and bas- 
ketball, and the summer months spent 
in the bracing mountain air of Camp 
Tappueh in the highlands of western 
North Carolina, all together build up 
healthy, rugged bodies to house happy, 
satisfied spirits. 

Orlando, with its thirty-odd lakes, its 
moss-festooned oaks, its beautiful homes, 
is appropriately called the City Beau- 
tiful. It is furthermore blessed with 
many churches and a goodly company 
of earnest Fundamental preachers, who 
hold the Academy in the highest esteem. 
Twice every Sunday these churches, one 
after another, greet the Academy stu- 
dents in a body; thus the boys and girls 
are taught the good habit of regular 
church attendance, and many opportu- 
nities are offered in the churches and 
young people’s societies for the students 
of the Academy to bear their public 
testimonies. They have already made a 
profound impression on the young life 
of the community. 

For nearly four years the school has 
occupied rather limited quarters in a 
rented hotel at the southern limits of 
the city. These quarters are already 
outgrown, and we must have new build- 
ings to accommodate the increase of 
students. South of the city of Orlando 
some four miles is a large lake known 
as Conway. Lying along the southeast 
shore, and connected with the mainland 
by a handsome concrete bridge, is an 
island, a part of which has come into 
the possession of the Academy. It is a 
beautiful spot, and ideal for the erection 
of the much needed buildings we be- 
lieve the Lord is going to provide. Be- 
side some thirteen hundred feet of shore 
line, the property includes a grove of 
oranges, tangerines, and grapefruit, and 
thither the whole school resorts each 
Saturday afternoon to eat their fill of 
citrus fruit, to swim, to play games, and 
to go canoeing. Then under the spread- 
ing mammoth oak trees, hanging thick 
with Spanish moss, the boys and girls 
build their campfire, roast their 
“wienies” or “cheese-dreams,” and fin- 
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ish the day with Vespers. They sing 
their round of choruses, listen to a mes- 
sage from God’s Word, pray, and then 
decide what churches they will attend 
the next day. It is always left to 
vote, and the voice of the majority 
prevails. 

In conclusion, I would like to append 
the testimony of a Christian lawyer, a 
citizen of Orlando and friend of the 
Academy: “As an outsider, it has been 
my privilege to see and observe the 
students and faculty of Hampden Du- 
Bose Academy frequently during the 
four years it has been located near Or- 


-lando: and I can well attest the inspira- 


tion they have been in this community 
in their exemplary Christian living, the 
ready acknowledgment of their faith 
in Christ, and in their continual state 
of happy Christian fellowship... Nowhere 
else have I seen a faculty with greater 
spiritual life. Nowhere else have I seen 
young people whose average daily liv- 


ing is on so high a level. Every mem-_ 


ber of this faculty, from the president 
to its newest teacher, having no ambi- 
tion but to serve God, seeking no reward 
but God’s approval, without definite sal- 
ary but looking to God to supply their 
needs, all have yielded their lives and 
talents to God with a wholeheartedness 
and humility that account for the rich 
spiritual fruitage that constantly comes 
forth. Not only the churches, but the 
entire Christian community in Orlando, 
are uniform in praise of the school. In- 
deed, so inspiring has this school been 
to this writer that he knows of no single 
human instrument that has exceeded it.” 


ORLANDO, FLA. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















For he looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God (Heb. 11:10). 


HE correct translation of Hebrews 

11:10 is, “He looked for the city which 
hath the foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.” It is not any city, a 
man-made capital, but the city of God; 
and the foundations are those which 
Psalmist and Prophet referred to pro- 
phetically, as when the former wrote, 
“His foundation is in the holy moun- 
tains” (Psa. 87:1); and the latter, “There- 
fore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation” (Isa. 28:16). 

“Thine ageless walls are bonded 
With amethyst unpriced: 
The saints build up its fabric 
The corner-stone is Christ.” 

HERE are two Scriptural indications, 

among others more specific, which 
teach the fallen estate of the present 
world and age. First, the perfection of 
the life to come is explained chiefly as 
the opposite of what the present life is. 
Peter describes our inheritance in the 
coming life in terms of negatives. It is 
“incorruptible” in contrast to present 
corruption “undefiled” in contrast to 
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present defilement, and unfading (1 Pet. 
1:4). So John in the Revelation: There 
shall be “no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain” (21:4); no night, no tears, no 
liars, no sorcerers, nO murderers, no 
whoremongers, no idolaters. 

Secondly, there is what has been called 
“the mournfully numerous group of 
words for sin, a list which it would be 
only too easy to make still longer.” Sin 
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is called hamartia, a missing the mark; 
parabasis, a transgression, or leaving the 
straight course; parakoe, a disobedience 
to heard command; paraptoma, a falling 
when one should have stood upright; an 
agnoema, a sin of ignorance of what 
should be known; an hettima, or sin of 
omission; anomia, violation of law; a 
paranomia, with much the same mean- 
ing; asebeia, impiety; plemmeleia, dis- 
cord in the harmonies of God’s universe. 








ls God overturning the nations? 








| A Topsy-Turvy World 


By Herbert Lockyer 














6¢YT IS a topsy-turvy world we live 

in.” The phrase is not mine. It 

‘confronted me the other morning 
as I opened my daily newspaper, as a 
headline for the summary of present- 
day happenings throughout the world. 
The bold phrase caught my eye, “A 
Glance at the Topsy-Turvy World.” 
Immediately I remembered another 
phrase, similar in thought, about turn- 
ing the world upside down. 

Now, when statesmen, journalists, and 
leaders of thought speak about a topsy- 
turvy world, surely it is time for us to 
rub our eyes and look at things as they 
are, and then stand by a God-given un- 
derstanding of the time. Centuries ago 
Christ declared that in these last days 
there would be distress of nations, with 
perplexity, and if God is overturning 
the nations, then what else can we ex- 
pect but a topsy-turvy world? 

Addressing the youth of the British 
race throughout the world, the Duke of 
Windsor, who was then the Prince of 
Wales, in a speech delivered in the Royal 
Albert Hall, said: “We have before us 
today a world sick with fearful doubt; 
weary with repeated disappointments; a 
world of troubled nations, whose vital 
need is courageous faith in each other. 
. . . We see in almost every land 
widespread distress and perplexity.” 
Mark his closing words, “distress and 
perplexity.” Over nineteen hundred 
years ago the Prince of the kings of 
the earth drew a more dramatic picture 
of the present world’s condition, in which 
he said there would be “distress of 
nations, with perplexity” (Luke 21:25). 
Is not the similarity of language re- 
markable? Truly, prophecy has become 
history ! 

The Moderator of the United Church 
of Scotland, in calling the people to 
prayer at the beginning of last year, 
wrote: “The complicated problems and 
haunting uncertainties which loom ahead 
cause stout hearts to quake and quail.” 

About the same time the Archbishop 
of York said: “We know that the new 
year may bring us to the verge of great 
disaster; we know that all nations are 
eager to avoid the disasters which 
threaten them.” 

The Archbishop of Canterbury re- 
echoed the same thought: “The prob- 
lems before our nation, and all other 
civilised nations, are baffling to the 
wisest.” 


Sir George Paish, the noted economist, 
writing in “The Way to Recovery,” has 
this striking comment: “We face not the 
wreck of a nation, but the wreck of the 
world.” 

Sir Philip Gibbs, the brilliant war cor- 
respondent, declared that “all our 
boasted advances in scientific adventure 
and discovery will be our national un- 
doing, unless we recover our religious 
faith.” 

Such solemn warnings of danger ahead 
could be multiplied, for prophets abound 
in spheres not Biblically prophetical, 
who insist that we realize that we are 
on the edge of a precipice. 

Calamity looms in the near future! 
The world is out of control. Disaster 
is inevitable. A strange intensity is tak- 
ing hold of “every earthly element,” as 
one writer expresses it. 

Now, with this description in mind let 
us come back to the newspaper phrase, 
“The topsy-turvy world,” and see how 
descriptive it is. Of course, the words 
imply a state of chaos, confusion, and 
disorder. Shakespeare used the term in 
this sense when he wrote, “Turn it 
topsy-turvy.” 

Topsy-turvy,— upside down! The 
Bible has a good deal to say about this 
strange reversal. God has a way of 
turning things upside down, and inside 
out. He speaks about wiping Jerusalem 
as a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 
down (2 Kings 21:13). He can turn the 
way of the wicked upside down (Psa. 
146:9). He has the power to turn the 
earth upside down (Isa. 24:1; 29:16). 
And his followers had the selfsame 
power to turn the world upside-down 
(Acts 17:6). They found the world 
wrongside up, and in turning it upside 
down they only brought the world from 
its topsy-turvy position to the God-ap- 
pointed one. 

This is precisely what God is doing 
with the world today. It has been wrong 
side up for generations, and now God is 
overturning, overturning, overturning, as 
he said he would. Amid all international 
and national failures, disaster; chaos, and 
confusion, God is slowly —or shall we 
say swiftly—reversing the order of 
things; that is, turning the world round 
to the right side in preparation for the 
return of his dear Son, who at his com- 
ing is to make the kingdoms of this 
world his own world-kingdom. 


CHIcaAGo. 
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LESSON 3. JULY 16. REHOBOAM: A Man Who Made a Foolish Choice 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 12: 1-20; printed text, 1 Kings 12:1-5, 12-17, 20 
Golden Text.—A man's pride shall bring him low.—Prov. 29: 23 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 12:1-5, 12-17, 20 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

i Kings 12:1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were 
come to Shechem to make him king. 

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence of 
king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt,) 

3 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, 

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou 
the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which 
he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. 

5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come 
again to me. And the people departed. 


‘ 12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third 
day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the 
third day. 

13 And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook 
the old men’s counsel that they gave him; 

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, 
saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your 
yoke: my father also chastised you with whips, but I wiil chas- 
tise you with scorpions. 

15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; for the 
cause was from the Lorp, that he might perform his saying, which 
the Lorp spake -by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat. 

16 So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, 
the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in 
David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your 
tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel 
departed unto their tents. 

17 But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam 
was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congre- 
gation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Kings 12:1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israe\ 
were come to Shechem to make him king. 2 And it came to 
pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was 
yet in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of king 
Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt, 3 and they sent and 
called him), that Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came, 
and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, 4 Thy father made our yoke 
grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and 
we will serve thee. 5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for 
three days, then come again to me. And the people departed. 


12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third 
day, as the king bade, saying, Come to me again the third day. 
13 And the king answered the .people roughly, and forsook the 
counsel of the old men which they had given him, 14 and spake 
to them after the counsel of the young men, saying,.My father 
made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke: my father 
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 
15 So the king hearkened not unto the people; for it was a thing 
brought about of Jehovah, that he might establish his word, 
whicn Jehovah spake by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have 
we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: 
to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So 
Israel departed unto their tents. 17 But as for the children of 
Israel that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over 
them. 

20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam 
was returned, that they sent and called him unto the congrega- 
tion, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson: Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E GENERALLY think of this 
W xine as a very young man, but 

he was already forty-one years 
of age when he began his reign, and was 
fifty-eight at his death. So he was a 
child of a year old when Solomon came 
to the throne. His mother was an Am- 
monitess named Naamah (1 Kings 14: 
21; 2 Chron. 12:13). The true cause of 
his failure in the kingly office is given 
us in 2 Chronicles 12:14: “He prepared 
not his heart to seek the Lord.” On 
the contrary, he early fell under the 
evil influences of a loose and careless 
group of young men, court-gallants who 
lived for pleasure and were characterized 
by pride and superciliousness, and had 
no true understanding of the responsibil- 
ities of a ruler to his people, nor any 
sympathy with the problems of the 
masses who were suffering because of 
the abuses permitted by Solomon in his 
old age. Rehoboam’s life is a sad illus- 
tration of the Scripture which teils us 
that “evil communications corrupt good 
manners” (1 Cor. 15:33). 


The Historical Setting 


Rehoboam succeeded his father Solo- 
mon as king of Israel in 975 B. C. Jero- 
boam’s schism took place, however, be- 


fore his coronation because of his refusal 
to consider seriously certain demands for 
the amelioration of conditions that op- 
pressed the people. He was acknowl- 
edged as king only by Judah and Ben- 
jamin, thus losing ten tribes by his folly 
and presumption. He reigned seventeen 
years. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 1—‘“All Israel were come to 
Shechem to make him king.” The fact 
that Rehoboam went to Shechem, rather 
than Jerusalem, for his coronation in- 
dicated a realization that something was 
necessary to appease the tribes in the 
north. 


Verse 2.—“When Jeroboam . . . heard 
of it.” Jeroboam was still in Egypt, 
though in close touch with the revolu- 
tionary party in Israel, who lost no time 
in letting him know of the approaching 
coronation. He immediately hastened to 
Shechem to take his place as ieader of 
the opposition to Rehoboam. 


Verse 3.—“Jeroboam ... spake unto 
Rehoboam.” The latter was apparently 
quite unaware of the fact that the sturdy 
spokesman for the ten tribes was a man 
to fear. Jeroboam faced him defiantly 
as the defender of the liberties of the 
common people, to whom, indeed, he be- 
longed by the accident of birth. 


Verse 4—“Make . . . his heavy yoke 
... lighter.” Evidently the many pub- 





lic works fostered by King Solomon had 
required huge sums of money which had 
been raised by excessive taxation — 
something that is always the cause of 
great discontent on the part of the 
masses of working people. They de- 
manded redress in the nature of the 
repealing of obnoxious laws and a lower- 
ing of the taxes as the price of loyalty 
to the new king. 


Verse 5.—“Depart ... for three days.” 
Rehoboam asked for a three-day. period 
in which to consider their reasonable 
request, and to consult his advisers, that 
he might be prepared to answer intelli- 
gently. It seemed a wise step, and “the 
people departed.” 

Verse 12.—“Jeroboam and all the peo- 
ple came to Rehoboam the third day.” 
In the meantime, Rehoboam had first 
counseled with the aged men who had 
been his father’s advisers, who urged 
him to lenient consideration of the peo- 
ple’s demands,- and then with the 
younger group with whom he had con- 
sorted for years. These last pressed him 
to defy the malcontents and act the part 
of a dictator who would rule as he 
pleased. With his mind made up to fol- 
low their ill-timed suggestions, Reho- 
boam again faced the people and their 
champion, Jeroboam. 

Verse 13—“The king answered the 
people roughly.” Meeting their demands 
with bluster and arrogance, Rehoboam 
defied them and spurned the counsel of 
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the men whose wise advice, if acted 
upon, might have saved the situation. 


Verse 14—“I will add to your yoke.” 
Like a typical Oriental tyrant, the king 
declared his rule would be more rigorous 
than his father’s, and that taxes would 
be-increased rather than diminished. 


Verse 15.—“‘The cause was from the 
Lord.” It was in accordance with the 
word given through Ahijah the prophet, 
that God permitted Rehoboam to be so 
blinded to the best interests, both of 
himself and the kingdom, in order that 
the judgment declared might be carried 
out. 


Verse 16.—“See to thine own house, 
David.” What had been working as 
leaven for years now came to comple- 
tion, and as a result of the king’s folly, 
division was consummated... Henceforth, 
until the captivities, thére were to be 
two kingdoms in the land of Palestine: 
Israel and Judah. 

Verse 17.—“Rehoboam reigned over 
them.” He retained authority over 
Judah, with whom Benjamin was closely 


~ linked. Jerusalem really was formed 


from portions of land belonging to both 
tribes, so that they were practically one. 


Verse 20.—‘Jeroboam ... king over 
all Israel.” The adversary to Solomon 
was thus made ruler over all the other 
tribes in accordance with the word of 
the Lord. . 


The Heart of the Lesson 


One of Solomon’s own proverbs, if 
taken to heart by his son, might have 
saved the entire situation: “A soft an- 
swer turneth away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1). An- 
other proverb might have given added 
guidance: “Only by pride cometh con- 
tention: but with the well advised is 
wisdom” (Prov. 13:10). Rehoboam lost 
the greater part of his kingdom because 
of refusing the good advice of the elders 
and following’ the foolish counsel of the 
young men. Puffed up with pride, he 
met the reasonable demands of the peo- 
ple with “grievous words,” instead of 
conciliatory speech, which might have 
bound their hearts to him and saved 
from mugh strife and bitterness. It is 
a lesson that we are all very slow to 
learn. We so readily forget that “the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteous- 
ness of God” (Jas. 1:20). Many family, 
business, church, and national troubles 
might be avoided were this lesson taken 
to heart. 


Lesson Outlines 
To Have Success In LIFE 
Refuse the counsel of the wicked (Job 
21; 16; Psa. -1:1) 
Look to the Lord for counsel (Psa. 16: 
7; 73:24) 
Value wise counsel (Prov. 12:15; 24:6) 
The Word of God as counselor (Psa. 
119:24; Prov. 22:20) 
Safety in multitude of counselors 
(Prov. 11:14) 
THE VALUE OF COURTESY 
The soft answer (Prov. 15:1) 
A right answer (Prov. 24:26) 
A meek answer (1 Pet. 3:15) 
A good answer (1 Kings 12:7) 
A truthful answer (Prov. 22:21) 
A cheerful answer (Acts 24:10) 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. July 16.—Rehoboam: A Man Who 
Made a Foolish Choice. 1 Kings 12:1-20. 
.. July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 
2 Chronicles 14 and 16 
. July 30.—Jehoshaphat: A Life of 
Obedience ............ 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 
. August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46 
7. August 13.—Elisha: A Life of Helpful- 
Oi. avs Seca gaan + 2 Kings 5:1-27 
8. August 20.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Community (A social aspect of the 
liquor problem). 
Joel 1:5-7; Daniel 5:1-5, 17, 25-28 
9. August 27.—Uzziah: A King Who For- 


an fF 


OE os baie’ eas. use oh 2° Chronicles 26 
10. September 3.—Isaiah: A Life Dedi- 
po Ee Pee Isaiah 6:1-13 


11. September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
Who Remembered God ..2 Chronicles 30 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A Vainglorious Boast. Rehoboam’s 
haughty declaration that his little finger 
should be thicker than his father’s loins, 
and that whereas Solomon had chastised 
the people with whips, he would chastise 
them with scorpions (or what we know 
as “cat-o’-nine-tails”) proved to be but 
empty words when the test came. He 
sent Hadoram to collect tribute from the 
ten tribes, only to have him stoned and 
derided. Then he gathered an army to 
fight with Jeroboam, but was forbidden of 
God to proceed further (1 Kings 12:21- 
24). So he had to relinquish authority 
over Israel and be content to be king 
of Judah (2 Chron. 11:3). 


A King Who Would Not Learn. It is 
pathetic to see how foolhardy and will- 
ful Solomon’s son had become. Learning 
nothing from God’s dealings with his 
father and the division of the kingdom 
as a result of his pride and severity, he 
soon plunged more deeply into sin. For 
we learn that things went well in Judah 
only for some three years, while they 
walked according to the right ways of 
David and Solomon (2 Chron. 11:5-17). 
After this both the king and his peo- 
ple fell into the grossest kind of idolatry, 
with all its accompanying impurity (1 
Kings 14: 22-24). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we prepared our hearts to seek 
the mind of God, or are we inclined 
to rely upon our own understandings? 

The Revised Version of Proverbs 18: 
24 is most suggestive. “He that maketh 
many friends doeth it to his own de- 
struction.” Are we more concerned 
about making friends than about doin 
the will of God? ; 


Rehoboam’s companions were to be 
his undoing because of their evil coun- 
sel. We show our weakness. when we 
fall in with the counsel of the ungodly. 


“Great men are not always wise: 
neither do the aged understand judg- 
ment” (Job 32:9). Nevertheless, experi- 
ence is a great teacher and the advice 
of older people should not be spurned 
except for good reasons, for, after all, 
“Days should speak, and the multitude 
of years should teach wisdom” (Job 32: 
7). Are we humble enough to be guided 
by those wiser than ourselves? 
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Bluster and pretense accomplish noth- 
ing. Honesty and consideration for 
others will make friends, where the con- 
trary spirit will alienate and even pro- 
duce division. Have we learned the 
value of the soft answer that turns away 
wrath? 


Had Rehoboam learned from the er- 
rors of the past, his later years might 
have glorified God and his very blunders 
would have proved steppingstones to 
higher things. Are we learning the 
needed lesson of self-distrust and the 
importance of full submission to the will 
of the Lord? 


It is pathetic to see Solomon’s failures 
repeated in the last years of the life of 
his son. Are we careful to set a good 
example for others to follow? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The old men who had served in Solo- 
mon’s day understood what was back 
of the complaints of the people; and 
their counsel, if followed, might have 
saved the kingdom from division. 


The young men prided themselves on 
being aristocrats and spurred Rehoboam 
on to despise the demands of the com- 
mon people. 

“The divine right of kings” is a fiction 
based on a misunderstanding of the 
Scripture teaching as to the divine origin 
of human government. 


If kings rule in the fear of God, they 
are to be obeyed, but where they them- 
selves violate principles of righteousness 
and equity, they no longer speak with 
real authority. 

Rehoboam would have coerced the re- 
bellious ten tribes by force of arms, but 
this would only have made a bad matter 
worse. 


Since God had permitted the division 
as a punishment for Solomon’s sin, it 
was useless to try to heal it by further 
strife. 


Both Jeroboam and Rehoboam quar- 
reled all their days, for neither was sub- 
ject to the will of God (1 Kings 14:30). 


When the king and people humbled 
themselves on the occasion of Shishak’s 
invasions, God was entreated of them. 


He is ever ready to heed the cry of 
the penitent and self-judged soul; what- 
ever the sin and folly of the past, and 
to grant forgiveness and restoration. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT special lessons do you learn from 
the story of Rehoboam? 


2. Where was Shechem, and how had it 
become prominent? 


3. Why did Rehoboam go there to be 
anointed king? 


4. What demands did Jeroboam make as 
spokesman for the ten tribes? 


5. How did Rehoboam respond? 


6. What groups counseled him, and what 
was their advice? 


7. How did he finally decide? 
8. What was the immediate result? 
9. How long did this schism last? 


10. What was the root cause of Rehoboam’s 
failure as king? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 451 of this issue. 





448 * 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet_explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Niustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 
Even Calves Respond.—lIf thou wilt be 
a servant unto this people this day, and 
wilt serve them, ... and speak good 
words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever (1 Kings 12:7). Gen- 
tleness wins often when harshness fails. 
There is a story told of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, who was walking along a road 
one day when he saw a young man 
vainly trying to get a calf through a 
gate. The man pulled the calf, .and 
failed. Then he tried to push it, and 
also failed. He was angry by this time, 
and was ready to thrash the calf, when 
a gentle voice behind him (he had not 
noticed anyone there) said, “Oh, don’t 
strike it.’ The speaker came forward, 
Emerson himself, put his finger into the 
calf’s mouth and led it through the gate 
while it contentedly sucked his finger. 
When we are dealing with people gentle 
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ways are usually the best.—From Chris- 
tian Endeavor World. Sent by Mrs. S. 
Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Prayer for Rulers.—And the king an- 
swered the people roughly (v. 13). A 
prayer reported to have been used by 
Dr. Lyman Beecher: “Lord, grant that 
we may not despise our rulers; and 
grant, O Lord, that they may not act 
so we can’t help it.”"—From the Religious 
Telescope. Sent by Arlowene B. Ellis, 
Rochester, Minn. 


When Ingersoll Was Answered.— 
Wherefore the king hearkened not unto 
the people; for the cause was from the 
Lord (v. 15). Shortly after Ingersoll, 
the noted infidel, was defeated in his 
race for governorship of Illinois, he was 
one day broadly proclaiming his infidel- 
ity on board a railroad train between 
Chicago and Peoria. After being for 
some time offensively voluble, he turned 
to a gentleman near him, and defiantly 
demanded: “Tell me of one great re- 
sult that Christianity has ever accom- 
plished.” The gentleman, not wishing 
to Open an argument with the boaster, 
hesitated to answer. The train had stop- 
ped and all was silent in the car. Just 
then an old lady of eighty years, who 
sat just behind the infidel, touched his 
arm with trembling hand, and said, “Sir, 
I do not know who you are, but I think 
I can tell you of one great and glorious 
thing which Christianity has done.” 

“What is it, Madam?” said Ingersoll. 
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“It has kept Robert G. Ingersoll ftom 
being governor of the great State of 
Illinois.” 

If a stroke of lightning had flashed 
through the car the effect could not 
have been more marked. Ingersoll 
turned literally pale with rage, and re- 
mained silent—From “Current. Anec- 
dotes.” Sent by Mrs. Lizzie Kirby Beck, 
Smiths Grove, Ky. Prize illustration. 


When He Had “Tried Everything.”— 
A man’s pride shall bring him low 


(Golden Text). A young tobacco heir . 


in an Eastern state who, by his own 
statement, had “tried everything,” just 
before he ended his own life wrote on 
the flyleaf of a book, “Died of old age 
at 21.” But he had tried everything ex- 
cept one — Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
—From B. Y. P. U. Quarterly. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


A Mistaken Ambition.—A man’s pride 
shall bring him low (Golden Text). In 
Dr. Joseph Parker’s famous lecture on 
“Clocks and Watches,” he told the fol- 
lowing story: A little watch, so deli- 
cately strung, dissatisfied with its little 
sphere in a lady’s pocket, envied Big 
Ben, the great tower clock, as one day it 
passed with her ladyship over Westmin- 
ster Bridge. “I wish I could be up 
there,” said the little watch so delicately 
strung, “I could then serve the multi- 
tude.” “You shall have your opportu- 
nity, little watch,” said the lecturer, and 
he dramatically described the little 
watch drawn up the tower by a slender 
thread. When it reached the top, the 
lecturer said, “Where are you, little 
watch? I cannot see you.” Then paus- 
ing in his dramatic style he said, “Its 
elevation has become its annihilation.”— 
From “5000 Best Modern Illustrations.” 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


A Little Boy’s Insight.—A man’s pride 
shall bring him low (Golden Text). I 
was sitting on the second seat of an 
open car in one of. Boston’s busiest 
thoroughfares. Just before me was a 
little fellow of five who was intensely 
interested in watching the motorman 
stop and start his car. At one point the 
street was completely blocked. The car 
stood still, and the motorman,” noticing 
the boy’s interest, turned and said with 
a smile, “I’m a pretty clever chap to 
make this big car go, eh?” Loud and 
clear above the rumble of the traffic 
arose the shrill treble of the boy, “But 
you couldn’t do it without God, could 
you?” The motorman was simply 
crushed, and I believe was glad that the 
bell rang at the moment and he had 
to turn his: attention to his work.—From 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mrs. 
S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou who didst humble thyself to dwell among 
men as one. who made himself of no reputa- 
tion, we praise thy name today above all 
names. Thou art exalted in the heavens at 
the right hand of the Father. We would adore 
thee in our praises. We would learn of thee 
the greatness of humility, the power of thy 
Spirit in the lowly of heart. Teach us, we pray 
thee, to seek and to follow wise counsel from 
those who are led by thee, and not from the 
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world. Help us to keep pride and vanity far 
from our hearts, and may our decisions at 
the crossroads of our lives be made without 
that pride which, if allowed to remain in our 
hearts, will surely bring us low. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Have you ever 
made a foolish choice in any important 
matter in your life? Oh, you needn’t 
answer aloud! Perhaps pride kept you 
one day from doing the right thing. 
Maybe you knew you ought to apologize 
for an unkind, unfair word you said to 
somebody, and you just wouldn’t. Per- 
haps you had a chance to be especially 
kind and generous to some one, and you 


. held back and acted selfishly. And 


sometimes in big decisions we ask ad- 
vice from the wrong persons, folks who 
do not seek God’s will, and only stumble 
and blunder, or worse, in their counsel. 
Rehoboam listened to the wrong crowd. 
How easily a wrong choice follows from 
that! Do you appreciate your wise 
Christian friends who want to help you, 
and can? Thank God for his Word, his 
servants, his loving presence all along 
the way! Let us pray. 


-— T ~ 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 
THR Way Rint? Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Young Men.—All Israel were 
come... to make him king (1 Kings 12: 
1). When the “Old King” passes on, 
there is always great interest and high 
expectation for the son who is to become 
the new King. England and all the 
world had this about three years ago 
when good King George was called 
Home. 

Here in this country the only, “Kings” 
we know are the “Kings” of business. 
The “King’s” people are his employees. 
When the new King fails to come up to 
the hopes of the “people” there is keen, 
and sometimes heart-breaking disap- 
pointment. Especially with the old loyal 
employees who have come up with the 
organization. 

On the other hand, what heartening 
and inspiring joy when the son is “a 
chip off the old block,” and, moving his 
traps into the inner office, takes up 
where Dad has left off, and goes on to 
further success. 

It is always a pleasure to come in con- 
tact with a long-continued, father-to-son 
business. I always cultivate such a con- 
cern. I like to talk with the succeeding 
son. 

There is such a pair of sons in a neigh- 
boring city. Their father and I were 
both active in the same religious work. 
The business that Dad founded and, with 
his partner, built up is one of the largest 
and most prosperous in that city. I said 
to these “boys”: 

“If Dad, in the other world, knows and 
sees what goes on down here, how de- 
lighted he must be to see you fellows 
carrying on as he would have you! 
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Second editions of himself. Interested in 
all the good things that lay close to his 
heart.” 

This is keeping “the first command- 
ment with promise” (Eph. 6:2, 3). 

In this same city was a son of another 
old friend of mine of such a high char- 
acter he was called “Honest John.” He 
went the way of all flesh. His son who 
succeeded to his fine manufacturing 
business is of the “sporty” sort. “Runs 
with the gilded youth,” I was told. Kind 
of joke to come home “plastered.” 

When this Rehoboam came to the 
throne for the moment the new respon- 
sibility steadied him. But the old gang, 
little by little, moved in. Then the busi- 
ness began to slip. Had -“no use for 
the old man’s religion.” Then the in- 


evitable end. The able men who helped > 


Dad build the business went to rival 
concerns as they sensed the inevitable. 
The last time I saw the plant a big “For 
Sale” sign told the story. 

This sort of thing goes on continually. 
The first young man is tied up with 
Dad’s church. The second young man 
“had no use for the old man’s religion.” 
Yes, that’s the moral. 


The Old vs. The Young.—The king... 
forsook the old men’s counsel (v. 13). 
When a church is looking for a new 
minister the cry often is, “We want a 
young man.” The Methodist Church 


here in Coatesville had been served by 


young men, and it had “plugged along 
in the even tenor of its way” as one 
fellow said. Then the Conference sent 
“Old Dr. Henry Wheeler” to the Coates- 
ville charge. Now “Old Dr. Wheeler” 
knew all the answers and all the fine 
points of the clerical profession —I had 
almost written “pastoral game.” 

The aforesaid “plug” was pulled and 
the Methodist Church, under the 
Wheeler skillful and tactful leadership 
soon had a prominent place on the Meth- 
odist map; and has held that place to 
this day. The old minister has had his 
faith rivetted by experience and has ac- 
quired a flywheel. (John 4:37; 1 Tim. 3: 
6, 7.) 

Awhile ago I was shown ‘through the 
great Ford plant at Dearborn, Mich. As 
I followed down the assembly line I was 
struck by the many older fellows. They 
were not having the least trouble in 
keeping up with the younger mechanics. 
Old fellows iong ago learned how to cut 
out all lost motion and make every lick 
count. And by the way, as I went 
through the great automobile factory 
I was surprised to see so many elderly 
women at work. “These women are the 
widows of Ford workmen who have died 
or been incapacitated.” They were doing 
nice light work like putting together 
little gadgets on the instrument board, 
etc. Mr. Ford does not think a man or 
woman is done when they have reached 
efficiency. 

Now Rehoboam, like many a son-of- 
his-Daddy since, even if he was a Crown 
Prince and born to the purple, did not 
know all this I have been telling. So 
he made the fool choice of listening to 
a lot of “the fellows I run with.” 

If you are interested in this disaster 
of Solomcn’s Kingdom get Carlyle’s 
“History of Frederick the Great.” Fred- 











erick’s father did not think much of him. 
He had gay companions and seemed 
trifling. Voltaire, the atheist, was one 
of them. But when Frederick came to 
the throne he tied in with the “Old Men’s 
Counsel” ‘and gave Voltaire and the 
“young bloods” a surprise party which 
can be boiled down to these two words, 
“Get Out!” 

If Rehoboam could have done this we 
would have had a different Hebrew his- 
tory. 

To Your Knees, Not Tents—To your 
tents, O Israel (v. 16). The ominous 
cry of the Bible. The first “Sit-Down- 
Strike” history. It meant trouble —al- 
ways. In this case it meant rebellion 
and all the succeeding Israel troubles 
between the sons of Abraham. 

In thousands of cases here in America 
it has meant shut-down factories, loss 
of jobs with loss of pay, poverty, suffer- 
ing, and misery for wives and children. 
For the workers and not for their well- 
salaried leaders. 

In Russia it meant Revolution, and a 
continued flow of Slavic blood. No good 
came to the Hebrew people by their 
Jeroboam discontents’ cry, “To your 
tents, O Israel.” 

The history of the Chosen People be- 
comes an up-and-down, in-and-out ex- 
hibition accompanied with blood and 
death, as son of Abraham fought son of 
Abraham. And the big, bad wolves of 
Assyria and Egypt to gobble them all! 
(2 Kings 17:3, 5; 23:35.) 

Coatesville has had only one “To your 
tents, O Mill Man!” Our mills, small at 
that time, remained closed all winter 
because they could not meet the demands 
of the Knights of Labor. This new labor 
organization was not led by mill men, 
but by a grocer, a hardware merchant, 
and one or two others who never worked 
in a mill. As I write, one of the great 
labor organizations is led by a charge- 
less minister. 

In Coatesville that winter fio small 
part of the population lived on rice, 
fried-mush, and scrapple. Oh, yes, and 
soup. We had a soup society. One of 
the mills who met the demands of the 
men and tried to run, went into bank- 
ruptcy, and its site is part of the Cat 
Swamp I often mention. When spring 
came, the men went back to work with 
their good right hands up in the air as 
they cried, “Never Again!” And so it 
has been all the years. : 

And now will some one rise up and 
tell me where in Israel’s history or in 
modern industrial history anyone gained 
anything that could not have been gained 
without “To your tents!” 

This fine old Book we study has a 
cure for all troubles, personal and na- 
tional. Here is one prescription: “If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him” (Rom. 
12:20; 2 Kings 6:23). 

Here is the royal law: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour” (Jas. 2:8). Not “To 
your tents, O Israel,” but, “To your 
knees, O Israel !” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Thigh-Sized Little Finger. 

Discussion: What advances in human 
achievement in the past twenty-five years 
can the fellows name? 

Objective: Knowing Jesus Christ, the 
power and wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24). 











AY, fellows, this young Rehoboam 

was the limit of folly. He would 
cause Wimpy to lay down his hamburger 
and weep. All Israel came to Shechem 
to crown Rehoboam king. But first, one 
thing they would like to know: would 
he be reasonable as a ruler? Solomon 
his father had laid heavy burdens upon 
them; would Rehoboam try to lighten up 
a bit on the taxes? And the wise old 
counselors advised the young man to 
deal kindly with the people, and show 
that he wanted to do the right thing. 
Thus the people, already friendly toward 
him would “be thy servants for ever.” 
But Rehoboam called his young friends 
who had “grown up with him” to the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








REHOBROAY: A MAN We IIADE 
A Foon sy CHOICE 
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council table; and right there he began 
to spill his beans. “Hoity-toity !’” these 
reckless young fellows said, “treat ’em 
rough; tell ’em where they get off; let 
’em know that your little finger is as 
big as your father’s thigh! He switched 
them; you will beat them!” 

And Rehoboam like a fool fell for it. 
Ten out of the twelve tribes, under 
the leadership of Jeroboam, a former 
servant of Solomon, successfully re- 
volted and became a permanent enemy. 
Rehoboam had to flee for his life to 
Jerusalem, and there set up his capital 
over the two tribes he had left. 

There is just one thing I want to say 
to you fellows in connection with this 
lesson. I am not going to tell you it is 
better to listen to the sober council of 
experience rather than to be led astray 
by the hot-headed advice of untried 
youthful companions. The Scripture text 
has already spoken far more effectively 
than I could possibly speak. A fourth- 
grade pupil would catch that. But I do 
want to call your attention to the fact 
that there is a lot of meat in the saying: 
“My little finger shall be thicker than my 
father’s loins.” That is actually true in 
your own case. When your father was 
a schoolboy he could not cross this con- 
tinent at a high rate of speed over the 
concrete, as you can. He could not mount 
into the stratosphere and fly from coast 
to coast between sun and sun, as you 
can. He could not sit at a microphone 
and in an ordinary voice speak words 
that can be heard around the world, as 
you can. He could not gaze through a 
giant telescope and mark the paths and 
distances of great planets swinging in 
their orbits many thousands of light 
years away, as you can. He could not 
go into the laboratories of science and 
become intimate with hitherto unknown 
germs and chemical processes, as you 
can. He could not pick up almost in- 
finitely delicate instruments of surgery 
and perform operations on brain and 
heart and eye, as you can. In these de- 
partments alone, your little finger shall 
be as your father’s thigh; to say nothing 
of the many other lines of human ad- 
vance in knowledge and skill and 
achievement. 

What are you going to do with that 
“little finger’? Will you use it with 
wisdom, with patience, with kindliness, 
with understanding? If not, it were bet- 
ter that your father’s loins had never 
existed, and that you had never been 
born. There are two things which have 
not grown apace with science and inven- 
tion: they are patience and wisdom. The 
world dees not seem to be any richer 
in these qualities than it was when your 
father was a schoolboy; and therein lies 
the danger. Power without discretion 
reacts dangerously—often fatally — 
upon its possessor. In God’s Word we 
learn that patience is one quality that 
has a “perfect work” (Jas. 1:4), and 
the price of wisdom is above “rubies” 
(Prov. 8:11). If you have wisdom, pa- 
tience will come with it, and if you need 
wisdom James says: “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and unbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 
Also see Proverbs 2:6. 

Fellows, that little finger can do a 
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great work for God; and it will if it is 
surrendered to Jesus Christ, and you let 
the Word of God be your guide. 
Du Bois, Pa. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethe! S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Today we add Rehoboam to our collec- 
tion of kings and prophets. 











ODAY we have Rehoboam, the son 

of Solomon, to put up with our other 
kings. You remember that last Sun- 
day we found out that a prophet had 
told Jeroboam, a son of a servant of 
Solomon, that God was going to give 
him ten tribes of Israel, after Solomon 
died. This man, Rehoboam, was only to 
have two tribes. 

When Jeroboam came back from 
Egypt, he went with the people to Reho- 
boam, and asked him if he wouldn’t 
make the taxes lower than his father 
Solomon had, for Solomon had taxed 
them heavily. 

Rehoboam went to the old men who 
had advised with his father Solomon, and 
asked them what to do. They told him 
to be friendly to the people and make 
the taxes lower, and the people would 
serve him forever. But he wasn’t sure 
he wanted to do this. So he asked his 
pals, the young men he ran around with. 
And they told him to treat the people 
roughly, and tell them he was going to 
make their taxes heavier, and that the 
taxes they thought were heavy would 
be as small as his little finger as com- 
pared to his father’s thigh. If his father 
had whipped them with whips, he would 
whip them with scorpions. 

What did they do? They rebelled 
against him. They turned to Jeroboam 
and followed him, as we read in last 
Sunday’s lesson, and only Judah and 
Benjamin were left to Rehoboam. And 
they were left only because of God’s 
promise to David, who had served him 
faithfully. “Rehoboam tried to send tax 
collectors to get the taxes from the ten 
tribes under the rule of Jeroboam, but 
they stoned the men to death. So there 
was war between Rehoboam and Jero- 
boam all the days of their lives. 

We wonder just why Rehoboam was 
such a foolish young man, when he was 
the son of Solomon. But we notice that 
while Solomon had wisdom, he did not 
always do the wise thing. “He married 
heathen wives, and Rehoboam was the 
son of an Ammonite woman who wor- 
shiped idols. ‘Solomon allowed his wives 
to worship their heathen gods, and when 
he was old, he built altars for the 
heathen gods of his heathen wives, and 
went with them to worship them. So we 
begin to see why Rehoboam was not 
willing to serve God, and completely 
do his will. 

And he had no wisdom. Older peo- 
ple know a lot of things they could teach 
children and young people if they would 
listen, but so many times they are like 
Rehoboam, and will not listen, but go 
with their foolish young friends in their 
way. 

God has much to say in his Word about 
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this. One of these verses is our Mem- 
ory Verse today, “Hear, ye children, the 
instruction of a father.” As we print 
this, let us think about it. Are you will- 
ing to do what your father and mother 
tell you? Do you obey them, or do you 
argue about it, and answer them back, 
and disobey when you can? Don’t be a 
Rehoboam. 

And if you have a Christian home with 
a Christian father and mother, be sure 
you thank God for it. But do not forget 
that God is going to expect more from 
you than from the child who does not 
have a Christian home. You are having 
a greater chance to follow the Lord. 

What are you doing about it? 

MopestTo, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 447) 


1. The folly of pride and harshness, and 
the importance of conciliatory and reason- 
able behavior. 

2. It was in the central part of Palestine 
on the borders of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
and had been well known since the days 
ef Jacob. 


3. Because of the disaffection of the north- 
ern tribes, who looked upon it as a center. 


4. That their heavy burdens of taxation 
should be reduced. 


5. He asked for three days to consider the 
matter. 


6. He took counsel first with the aged men 
who urged him to be conciliatory, and then 
with the young men, his companions, who 
advocated stern and oppressive measures. 


7. To follow the course suggested by the 
young men. 


8. The revolt of the ten tribes. 


9. Until the Assyrian captivity, somewhat 
over two and a half centuries later. 


10. He did not prepare his heart to seek 
the Lord. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To give the girls a Scriptural 


basis for discerning wise counsel (Prov. 
16:22). 


Activity.—Have the girls check the fol- 
ing questions: 


1. From which of these sources are you 
most willing to take advice? (1) Parents; 
(2) Teachers; (3) God’s Word; (4) Church 
leaders; (5) Young companions; (6) Neigh- 
borhood opinion; (7) Newspapers, radio, 
etc.; (8) Your own conclusions. 

2. What kinds of advice are you most 
willing to accept? (1) Business; (2) Home- 
making; (3) Social; (4) Spiritual; (5) Per- 
sonal (appearance, health, conduct); (6) 
Educational and cultural. 


3. Why do” people seek counsel from 
others? (Luke 5:31.) 

4. What makes a good adviser? 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Hear counsel, and re- 


ceive instruction, that thou mayest be 
wise”’ (Prov. 19:20). 











IRLS, whose advice shall we follow? 

Yes, it is true that many young 
folks do not want anyone to “run their 
lives,” but this is also true: whenever 
young folks follow their own inclina- 
tions, they invariably are basing their 
actions upon foundations that did not 
originate in their own minds. Very lit- 
tle that anyone does is entirely original. 
Would it not be “smarter,” then, for 
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young folks to base their actions upon 
sound foundations. rather than upon 
rickety ones? 

Since there is so much conflict be- 
tween leaders in every field, and there 
are s0 many opposing opinions, how may 
girls determine whether they are follow- 
ing sound precept and example, or not? 
That was the problem confronted by 
Rehoboam, the first king of separated 
Judah. As Rehoboam went to Shechem 
for the coronation ceremony, before the 
division of the kingdom, many repre- 
sentative leaders of Israel gathered to 
present to him their wishes. _Jeroboam 
was the spokesman: “Relieve the eco- 
nomic burden placed upon us by your 
father,” he pleaded, “and we will serve 
you.” 

That was rather an unexpected re- 
quest, and Rehoboam needed time in 
which to consider his reply. Let us 
glance at the background of this young 
king. He had been reared in the gor- 
geous palace of King Solomon, had been 
courted as heir to the throne, and had 
received wise counsel from his wise 
father. Yet, at the same time, he had 
watched that father reject the wisdom 
of his own Proverbs, and he had watched 
the Hebrew nation drop into spiritual 
decay (1 Kings 9:4-7; 11:9-13). 

To what source did Rehoboam go for 
advice? He took no time to seek from 
the Lord “an understanding heart” as 
- his father had done. First, he consulted 
with the old men, men who had seen 
the oppression of the people and realized 
the need of reform. “If thou be kind to 
this people, and please them, and speak 
good words to them, they will be thy 
servants for ever” (2 Chron. 10:7). Hu- 
man kindness was the keynote of their 
message. But Rehoboam did not favor 
the suggestion of sacrificing personal 
gain for public welfare. He was young, 
lively, and luxury-loving. 

Rather naturally, then, Rehoboam next 
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called a youth council. The youth to 
whom he spoke had no experience, no 
balanced judgment, no human sympathy; 
neither did they love and worship God, 
Their thoughts were all for self. “In- 
crease the luxuriousness of the court,” 
they advised. “The oppressions of the 
masses are nothing to us.” Unfortunately 
today we still find the same attitude re- 
peated among some of our youth. “We 
want plenty of spending money, a gay 
time, unrestricted use of the family car,” 
they insist. “The inconvenience of others 
is nothing to us.” 

“So the king hearkened not unto the 
people: for the cause was of God” (v. 
15). 

Notice 1 Chronicles 17:24. The Lord 
was not only the God of Israel; he also 
was a God to Israel; yet, again and again, 
he had been rejected by Israel. (The 
teacher might review Nehemiah 9: 20-26; 
Jeremiah 32:17-23.) Does this semind 
you of some Christian lives? Christ is 
Lord of the believer (Matt. 16:16). He 
is Lord to the believer (Mark 6:50, 51). 
Yet, how often he is forsaken by the 
believer (Matt. 26:56). “ 

Rehoboam belonged to the house of 
David, the seed line of the promised 
Messiah, but he could never please God 
merely because his Grandfather David 
had pleased God. Rehoboam had his 
own choices to make, and he chose un- 
wisely. For that reason he went down 
at last in defeat (2 Chron. 12:1, 14). 

Go to God for final and safe instruc- 
tion. 1. The Bible was written for our 
admonition (1 Cor. 10:11). 2. Wise coun- 
sel is necessary for the successful opera- 
tion of a life (Prov. 15:32). 3. God in- 
structs the agriculturist (Isa. 28:23-29). 
4. God instructs the architect (Heb. 8: 
5; 1 Chron. 28:11, 12). 5. God instructs 
the child (1 Sam. 3:10, 11). 6. God in- 
structs the adult Christian (Acts 13:2). 

Invite God to advise you (Jas. 1:5). 

Unlike many human leaders, the Lord 











“THE BIBLE of the 
EXPOSITOR and the 











EVANGELIST” 


By W. B. RILEY, D.D. 


Expository and evangelistic sermons covering the entire Bible. 
A collection of 40 volumes representing 30 years of labor. 
Not an ordinary commentary — this set will interest all— 
students, Bible teachers, as well as pastors. 


These books of sermons will throw new light on the Bible as 
a whole and furnish inspiration for a fruitful Christian life, 
Material covers both Old and New Testaments. 
are uniform in size and finished in two bindings, black cloth 
with gold titles and soft dark brown paper. Price per volume, 
cloth binding, $1.00 postpaid; paper binding, 50c 
postpaid. Order your copies today. 


The books 








A newly completed 40 volume series. 
The books illustrated are only three of 
the entire set of 40 books of sermons 
covering the whole Bible. 





Sunday School Supplies 
Attendance plans, cards, record books, mottoes, 


ALSO 


— everything for the Church School. 


WRITE FOR OUR FREE GENERAL 
CATALOGUE. 








UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 





July 1, 1939 






never pushes his advice upon us. He 
stands at the door and knocks, not with 
a battering ram, but with the gentle per- 
suasion of his Holy Spirit. It is we who 
must open the door and say, “Come in.” 
Study the tender counsel of Christ in 
Revelation 3:17-21. 

This week we must place our lesson 
title and the picture of the leading char- 
acter upon the “Failure” poster. (Let 
the class choose a title, or use: “Foolish 
Counselors.”) Next Sunday we shall 
study about King Asa who led the He- 
brews back to God. Learn Psalm 34:14. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 23. Good Times in the Home. Prov. 22:6; 
Deut. 4:9, 10; Psa. 101:2. 


Sunday, July 16 


Building a Church Program of 
Recreation (1 Cor. 12:1-14) 





Mon.—A spiritual exercise (Jas. 4:7-10). 

Tues.—Exhaustless strength in Jehovah 
(Isa. 40:28-31). 

Wed.—Right evaluation of conduct (Rom. 
14:16-18). 

Thurs.—Warning against shallow .pas- 
times (Eccles. 11:9). 

Fri.—A good leader (1 Cor. 10:32 to 11:1). 

Sat.—A worthy prize (Phil. 3:13, 14). 











N THINKING of building a church 

program of recreation we need to re- 
member that the church’s primary mis- 
sion is to proclaim the Good News that 
Christ died for the sins of the world and 
that there is no other name under Heaven 
given whereby we must be saved. Any- 
thing, no matter how good it may 
be, that hinders the church in the carry- 
ing out of this fundamental mission, 
must have no place in her program. 

We often hear it said that recreational 
methods are as legitimate a means to 
bring people to Christ as is the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. But this is not true. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Men 
are saved, not by the good times they 
may have, or the good fellows they may 
meet, but through the shed blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The preaching of the 
Word or the giving out of the Word is the 
only way to bring men to Christ. Rec- 
reational and social contacts have their 
place, but not as a substitute for the 
preaching of the Gospel. 


b 4 


Where then does the ministry of a 
church’s program of recreation come in? 
While it is not a means to win young 
people to Christ, it does serve to pro- 
vide a wholesome environment for those 
who already belong to him and who are 
members of the church. In these days, 
Satan offers countless alluring and di- 
verting amusements. Even on the 
Lord’s day, motion picture halls and 
amusement parks operate in full swing. 
Shall the Church of Christ minister. to 
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the spiritual welfare of its people, and 
then turn them loose to find their recre- 
ation in all sorts of questionable places 
and in harmful environments? 

Many churches have felt compelled 
to see that their young people are guided 
into clean, healthful, and worthwhile 
recreation. Just how far to go in this 
is indeed a delicate problem and diffi- 
cult to solve. The Lord Jesus has given 
us a safe key verse, however. “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, -and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 


se 


It is important to have it understood 
from the very beginning, when build- 
ing a recreational program of a church, 
that all activities are to be absolutely 
subordinate to the spiritual life of the 
church. Whenever there. is a church 
service, or a prayer mééting, or special 
services, no recreational activities should 
be permitted. Furthermore, we must 
mot be misled into thinking that we must 
compete with the world. We cannot 
do so, and will save many anxious mo- 
ments if we do not try it. No dancing, 
smoking, or any questionable practices 
should be tolerated under any conditions. 
It will take a strong and firm stand and 
unflinching loyalty to Christ and the 
Word to handle situations that will in- 
evitably arise in connection with such 
a recreational program. But some have 
found that it can be done through much 
prayer and consecration, and that, when 
rightly conducted, it proves to be of 
great value to the young people. 


se 


Where a church possesses a hall or 
room that can be used, many forms 
of wholesome sports, such as _ basket 
ball, volley ball, bowling, and the like 
can be used. Whole evenings of active, 
wholesome games, in which all ages can 
participate, will be found of real merit 
in getting folks acquainted and provid- 
ing clean and wholesome fun, teaching 
fair play and co-operation, and the like. 
But careful supervision and tact and un- 
derstanding will be required @h the chs 
of those -in charge. 


Churches that do not have recreation 
halls may use social or small group 
meetings in different homes. Christian 
Endeavorers here have an unusual op- 
portunity, for there are hundreds of ex- 
cellent games for every sort of occa- 
sion, both quiet and active, nonsensical, 
or requiring keenness and quick think- 
ing. 

$e 

One Christian Endeavor Society found 
that a number of its members were in- 
terested in tennis. They located a near- 
by lot that might be used, and organized 
a tennis club which gave many hours of 
helpful exercise and fun to its members. 


bd 


Sunday school picnics have been con- 
sidered by some as more or less out 
of date and old-fashioned. Yet they 
hold many opportunities for the right 
sort of recreation and wholesome en- 
joyment, if a carefully planned program 
of sports and games is worked out. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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2 Children at Home 





Spring 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


N MARCH, sandwiched in between 

freezing weeks, came three or four 
days when the mercury rose into the 
late seventies — and we all put our win- 
ter clothes into camphor and made ready 
for an early spring. 

Followed a cold and rainy April. No 
leaves showed and even the earliest 
flowers refused to come out. Then in 
the last week of that backward morth 
the weatherman relented and sent us one 
absolutely perfect day. 

The sky was the color of a catbird’s 
egg,—a deep, burning blue, — without 
a cloud. The air was soft and warm 
with just a tang of coolness in it to re- 
mind us that summer had not really 
come, 

The night before, I had journeyed to 
my cabin in the Barrens. As I watched 
a crimson-gold new moon drift down 
the sky, and breathed in the fragrance 
of the silent pines, and heard the distant 
notes of those tiny frogs, the hylas, like 
jangled chimes of little silver bells, I 
felt the peace and the rest of the Bar- 
rens come to me like the cool, fresh, 
fragrance of a flower. 

That night I built a fire of post oak 
logs, which I had split and piled in my 
wood box a month before, and settled 





#* 453 


Plaques, Mottoes, Greetings, Books 
Finest line of Christian Worker's Supplies in this country. 
Write for catalog and sample S. S. Quarterly, Agents wanted. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. S.S., Butler, Ind. 








FILMS DEVELOPED 
The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 pro- 

1 enl ts, one tinted en- 
l or eight pri for 25c coin. 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 























SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


Sn eee 


Ber. of 94 De 





» Pa., Box 37 


ree rn MONEY 
. Easily 


There is no surer, easier or more pleasant 
way to earn nee 's for churches or 
clubs than with the aid of our co-operative 
plan. Women everywhere accept Gott- 
schalk’s Metal Sponge as the foremost 
metal scouring device. They buy this time 
and labor saver without hesitation. A sale 
is made almost every call. In the past ” 

years we have assisted thousan 
delighted to b ele oe a. weit jefe} be 
e) ited to he ‘ou. te for cu- 
SPONGE SALES CORPO. 


RATION. | Philadelphice pate 


Gottschalk’s 


METAL SPONGE 























GROWING HIGH on the shoulder 
of a western mountain, beaten by 
gales and scourged by every element 
of nature, this sentinel of the timber- 
line stands unconquered by wind and 
storm. 

For more thar thirty one years, 
Moody Bible Institute Annuity Agree- 
ments have weathered every storm 
that has occurred in our economic 
system. During this time, every an- 








he MOODY Bible Institute 


Stands the Storm! 


nuitant has received his annuity check 
promptly when due. Write for new booklet 
“Double Dividends” which fully explains 
how you may receive from 3% to 84% 
investment returns while enjoying an 
active part in Christian service. 





=m —Detach and Mail Coupon Today-——————+ 
Dept.. $S37, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Please send copy of ‘‘Double Dividends.” 
Name. 

Address 

City. 








State. 














454 * 


down before the hiss and crackle of 
the flames to read and dream over one 
of my favorite books, of which I keep 
a goodly store in my cabin, along with 
my favorite foods, my favorite chairs, 
and best of all my favorite bed with 
its mattress of white curled horsehair, 
which the white-footed deer mice are 
constantly stealing for their own beds. 

The next morning I was awakened by 
a loud, rapping soon after sunrise. 
Grumbling I went downstairs to inter- 
view that early visitor. When I threw 
open the door a big flicker with gold- 
lined wings, who had been drilling a 
hole in my wall, flew away with a loud 
chuckle. 

He was probably the same rascal who 
dug a hole through another side of my 
cabin a year or so ago with the result 
that a swarm of wild bees took posses- 
sion of that wall. For months the place 
smelled like a hive, and the hum of 
the swarm inside of the wall sounded 
day and night like a distant airplane. 

A few minutes later I dived into the 
stream. A dip into that cold water, 
stained brown and steeped sweet by a 
million cedar roots is.a fine way to 
start a spring day. 

Followed a fine exhibition of freehand 
cookery — although I say it as shouldn’t 
—and half an hour later with the dishes 
washed, I started off for one of those 
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long, lonely wanderings in the Barrens 
which restore the soul and set fast the 
colors of the spirit. 

My way was beset with early birds. 
All through the woods were the scratch- 
ings and scufflings of innumerable che- 
winks, black and white and red all over, 
like the newspaper in the old conun- 
drum. They are the most abundant 
birds of the Barrens. I next met a blue- 
jay, crested and silver and blue and 
I heard a tufted titmouse give his loud, 
insistent “Peto, peto,” and saw a flock 
of goldfinch giving sweet, canary-like 
calls as they flew dippingly. 

Over by the Pond-Lily Path, where 
the stream in summer is all starred 
with water lilies, I saw turkey vultures 
wheeling in the sky on black, fringed 
wings and met a Carolina chickadee, 
smaller and with more white on him 
than his northern brother who lives with 
us in Pennsylvania. Then I heard my 
first Maryland yellowthroat of the sea- 
son, singing “Witchery, witchery, witch- 
ery,” and the pine warblers rippling like 
chipping sparrows in the pitch pines 
and the-field sparrows giving their sil- 
ver flute-notes in the clearings. 

Over by a little pond near Lonely 
House, I heard the watchman’s rattle 
of a kingfisher and saw my first solitary 
sandpiper bobbing as he picked his way 
along the edge of the pond. 
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As I started home, following paths that 
wound around the cranberry bogs, a pair 
of squealing wood ducks flew past me 
and I scared up a black duck feeding 
in a little cove and a brown thrasher 
crossed the road and among a flock of 
bluebirds in the pine trees I heard and 
saw a red-breasted nuthatch. 

My last and best memory of that per- 
fect day of early spring was my sight 
of three of the earliest flowers of the 
year. Along a hidden path the ground 
was carpeted with the pixie moss, that 
tiny shrub which looks like wine-red 
and green moss all starred with flat five- 
petaled cream-white flowerets with pale 
gold anthers. 

In one place, too, I saw the wood 
anemone, that lovely white frail flower 
that the wind kisses and kills. 

Last, loveliest and most fragrant of 
all, I found hidden beneath a patch of 
rough, tough green leaves, a spray of 
the trailing arbutus. There were six 
blossoms of a pale, opalescent pink, and 
when I breathed their strange, fresh 
fragrance I felt that spring had come 
indeed. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 
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The Editor's 
California Conferences 


HE Editor of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 

Times, Charles G. Trumbull, wel- 
comes the opportunity for conference 
ministry again this summer on the Pa- 
cific Coast, and will be grateful for the 
prayers of readers that God may work 
in power in many lives. The conferences 
will take up the teaching of the Word, 
and many actual experiences of Chris- 
tians, concerning the Victorious Life in 
Christ. The Editor will welcome the 
opportunity of meeting readers of THE 
SunDAy ScHoo.t TImMEs, and will appre- 
ciate their passing on the word to others 
about these meetings. 

July 2-9.—Lockeford, Calif. Grace Church, 
the Rev. O. M. Temple, pastor. Meetings Sun- 
day mornings and evenings, and weekday 
evenings except Tuesday July 4, when the 
meeting will be held in Sacramento, 2.30 P. M., 


Calvary Baptist Church, Sixteenth and I 
Streets; no meeting Saturday. 


July 16-23.—Oakland, Calif. Mission Cove- 
nant Church, 1021 Fallon Street, the Rev. 
Edwin S. Johnson. Meetings Sunday morn- 
ings and evenings, and weekday evenings ex- 
cept Saturday. . 


August 13-20.—Long Beach, Calif. First 
Brethren Church, Fifth Street and Cherry Ave- 
nue, Dr. Louis S. Bauman, pastor; the Rev. 
Alan S. Pearce, associate pastor. Meetings 
Sunday mornings and evenings, and week- 
day evenings except Saturday. 


ye 
The Substitute Fund 


HERE are numbers of Christian peo- 

ple, especially young folks, who 
would like to attend a conference at 
America’s Keswick, at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., but who are unable to for finan- 
cial reasons. Others who have ex- 
perienced the blessing that comes from 





_attending one or more of the conferences 
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are often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others, as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
wick. Gifts for this Fund are especially 
needed to make it possibie for college 
students and other young people to at- 
tend a conference. 

Those who would like to have a share 
in this worth-while ministry may send 
gifts to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
506 Commonwealth Building, 1201 Chest- 

nut Street, Philadelphia. 





This Summer's Conferences 





at America's Keswick 





July Fourth 

abc. Re Cre ees July 3 

PME 5 ots Sa VOW eae o4 5g July 4 
Co | are ,... July 8-16 
py Sen oni July 17-20 
Young People ............ July 22-30 
Sa ie rarer er August 5-13 
Young People ......... August 19-27 
Labor Day .......... September 1-4 


Information concerning registra- 
tion, accommodations, and how to 
reach Keswick Grove, N. J., may be 
obtained from the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Room 506, Common- 
wealth Trust Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 10 to 16 


Mon.—1 Kings 12:1-5. Delaying to Do Right. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Three days.” 
Time tests both men and nations. The 
brief interim of “three days” ruined the 
regal prospects of Rehoboam. Within 
that brief period he had been influenced 
by the “counsel of the ungodly.” By 
thus going against the good counsel of 
his parents, his people, and his God he 
was ruined. Delay in doing the right 
is dangerous. God’s will known must be 
done promptly. Pray for all Christian 
archeologists. 
Tues.—1 Kings 12:6-11. 
Listening to Bad Counsel. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “He... consulted 
with the young men.” Rehoboam re- 
vealed his folly by consulting with men 
of folly. The counsel of Ignorance and 
Inexperience, if followed, insures failure. 
Never go against the good judgment of 
God-fearing people, unless you have the 
absolute backing of the Scriptures. By 
standing in the will of God you will find 
security and safety. Pray for all Chris- 
tian educators. 
Wed.—1 Kings 12:12-15. 
Making a Foolish Choice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The king heark- 
ened not unto the people.” Public ‘opin- 
ion must not be lightly ignored. You 
will row against wind and tide if you 
go against popular persuasion. In changes 
of customs leadership is better than lord- 
ship. Examples usually succeed where 
exhortations fail. Pray for all ministers 
of the Gospel. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 12:16-20. 
Disaster from Wrong Decision. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “To your tents, O 
Israel.” Rehoboam’s rash decision drove 
the people to secede from Judah. Those 
who go against the majority usually find 
themselves in an unhappy minority. Our 
follies become our chastisements. Choices 
often prove to be invoices of coming 
sorrows or blessings. ‘“Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7). Pray for all Sunday school 
superintendents. 


Fri—Ruth 1:15-18. A Good Choice. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Stedfastly 
minded to go.” Ruth was firm as a rock 
in fulfilling her God-inspired purpose. 
There are few moral and spiritual stand- 
patters. Changeableness is a common 
characteristic of mankind. Waverers are 
many. They do not excel. Only the 
“stedfast, unmoveable” Christians 
abound in the work of the Lord (1 Cor. 
15:58). Ruth is the young women’s ex- 
ample of godly steadfastness. Pray for 
all Christian young women. 


Sat.—Luke 18:18-23. A Bad Choice. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘He was very sor- 
rowful.” The rich young ruler was ill- 
prepared for the self-denial of the Chris- 
tian life. In the clash between his own 
interests and God’s he went down into 
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futility and failure. The one thing he 
lacked was a new heart and a right 
spirit. Bad actions kill many a good in- 
tention. Only Christ can satisfy hearts 
made for God and eternity. Pray for all 
Christian young men. 
Sun.—Proverbs 4:5-9. 
“Wisdom is the Principal Thing.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Get wisdom.” 
The God of all wisdom desires to be 
our Friend. The “greater than Solomon” 
longs to be our Counselor. The Spirit 
of God yearns to be our “spirit of coun- 
sel and might” (Isa. 11:2). The word 
of wisdom is for your meditation. “Get 
wisdom.” If the Word of Christ dwells 
in you richly you will be wiser than your 
teachers. Pray for all Christian confer- 
ence leaders. 


Are YOU This Person? 


Christian man (or woman); age, 18-60 (say); living in 
city or town; free all or part of day; good health; mission- 
ary in spirit; eager to promote the Gospel in own or near- 
by community; needing fair financial remuneration. 


If So, We Need YOU! 


Ask (without obligation) for particulars about “‘ colpor- 
tage’’ work. Please mention this paper. 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’'N 
837 N. Wells, Chicago, Ill. 








When answering advertisements, will 
you please mention The Sunday School 
Times? 








You FACE OLD AGE WITHOUT FEAR’ 
WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED 
BY ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 
of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The annuity plan of the American Bible 
Society means... Security in Old Age... 
Freedom from Worry . .. a Steady 
Income . . .« Permanent Satisfaction. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s checks 
have brought security in spite of disturbing 
world conditions, A check semi-annually 
would mean much to you! In addition 
you have the satisfaction of sharing in the 
work of making the Bible more widely 
available throughout the world. 
The booklet «A Gift That Lives” explains the plan. 
TEL ia eis ~ oMAIL THIS COUPON TODAYe 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, N.Y. | 
Please send me, without Sey we your | 
booklet §§-45 entitled “A Gift Lives.” 


Name 









Addr D. 


| City State 
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The Friends of Israel Refugee Relief Committee 


A Cry from the Abyss  O'Gsettesti ta "teagiry, tna thw foning from hatred aad 


persecution call for our help. 
AT THIS GRAVE HOUR 


Whatever the outcome of the present grave crisis in Europe, we know Jews have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ who atoned for their sins. 
that the desperate economic situation of Jews and Hebrew Christians The Friends of Israel Refugee Relief Committee has, therefore, devised 
will remain a source of intense sorrow to us all. We cannot, unfor- and extended a program of activities, which includes every branch of re- 
tunately, relieve the suffering of all Hebrew Christians. But we can, lief work in Europe. But special attention this year will be devoted to 
at least, do our very utmost to feed the Starving Mothers and Chil- the relief of Mothers, Young Women, and Children. _ Hebrew Christians 
dren during the summer; to assist in maintaining an American Hostel,- in England, France, Sweden, and Holland have already called upon us 
which gives shelter to Mothers and Children, especially Young Women _to undertake the feeding of no fewer than 20,000 of these unhappy crea- 
who land in France and England, HELPLESS, FRIENDLESS, tures. You are earnestly requested to read prayerfully the following let- 
and PENNILESS. n this Hostel services are being held. Hebrew ter, from the General Secretary of The International Hebrew Christian 
Christians are strengthened in the faith once delivered to the saints, Alliance, London, England, addressed to our secretary, Rev. Joseph 
and a testimony is being given to our unconverted brethren, and many Taylor Britan, D.D., on May 8th, 1939: 


We call upon all Christians for their 
generous support in thistremendous 
task. The call is being made at a 
time more critical than Jews have 
ever had to face in the whole of their 
tragic history, and the co-operation 
of every Christian becomes of vital 
moment. 


The Friends of Israel Refugee Re- 
lief Committee is confident that this 
call will be answered with whole- 
hearted prayers and gifts. 


OUR NEEDS: 


1. To maintain a Hostel for Mothers, Young 
Women, and Children in Vienna, Stock- 
holm, Paris, and London. 


2. A Home for Aged Refugee Hebrew Chris- 
tians in London. 


3. To maintain a Hebrew Christian Student 
in a Bible School in Philadelphia, Pa. 
4. To provide steamship and railway fare 


to Refugees in the British 
South America, and: U. S. A. 


5. But “Man poraet feo ly beatin 
Pray that the testimony of our mis- 
sionaries may be the means of winning 
many Jews to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Dear Dr. Britan: 


I am in receipt of your kind letter of April 26th with the enclosed 
cheque for L300 ($1,500) for the support of our refugees in our Hostels. 
I cannot tell you how deeply grateful I am for this magnificent gift 
which comes to us at a time when we are in such great need. Day by day 
increasing numbers of refugees come to London having had their posses- 
sions confiscated and appearing here with no money, and no friend in the 
world. These destitute victims of the Nazi terror would despair if we 
did not take them into our Hostels to give them shelter and food until 
such a time when they are able to emigrate to other countries or other- 
wise are in a position to support themselves. 


May I ask you if it is possible for your friends in America and in 
Canada to help us share the tremendous burden of giving a refuge to the 
increasing number of refugees who mst leave Germany. If your friends 
could assume the responsibility of supporting an additional Hostel in 
London, say for refugee women and children, it would help us so mich. 
As you lmow, many of the men have committed suicide and at the moment 
we have many women who are without lmsbands, and children who are with- 
out parents who mst be protected and cared for. These innocent people 
who have suffered so much write to us day after day to help them to 
come to Mngland. Many of them are able to take domestic service in 
this country, but frequently it is necessary to give them food and shel~ 
ter for a period of a month or so until they recuperate from their ner- 
vous strain and become fit for work. Some of the women are also 
obliged to stay here for a temporary period until they can join their 
husbands in other countries. Frequently heads of families embark alone 
to other countries in order to start life anew and prepare the way for 
‘the rest of their families to follow later. Great Britain has become 
the waiting centre for thousands of these refugees who ultimately will 
emigrate to other countries. We are already running two Hostels for 
these refugees, but we need to have four or five others in order to take 
care of the increasing numbers who appeal to us from day to day. Will 
you not therefore plead with Christian friends in your country on be- 
half of these brethren of our Lord, so many of whom have already suffer- 
ed the tortures of concentration camp, the anxiety of separation from 
loved ones, the loss of their relatives who have committed suicide, and 
the burden of needing to find a home for their future existence. There 
are thousands of these persecuted Jewish Christians who are facing 
starvation, despair, and suicide in Germany. We can save them from 
their hell only by giving them shelter and food in this country. During 
this dark period of Israel's history, when the Satanic powers are en- 
deavoring to destroy God's people and tims thwart His plan, I do trust 
that Christians will be aroused to this clamant need and help us in our 
efforts.to rescue the perishing. 

With loving greetings and best wishes, I am, 
Very cordially yours in the fellowship of our Lord, 


7" 





IF GOD LEADS YOU TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH US IN THIS HOLY 
CAUSE SEND YOUR GIFT TO THE TREASURER: 


ALLAN’ SUTHERLAND 
710S WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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